
REMAINING WITH GOD IN YOUR GOD-

GIVEN CONDITION 
1 Corinthians 7:17-24 

 
1. Introduction 

a. Opening Illustration: life in Louisville 

b. PROPOSITION: Be content to intentionally walk with 

God in whatever earthly condition God has given you. 

c. Consider your condition (as pects about us that are 

difficult or impossible to change) 

i. Where you live 

ii. Vocation & employer 

iii. Family and your role in your family 

iv. Medical ailments 

v. Particular aptitudes 

vi. Are you proud of these things? Are you 

humiliated/frustrated by these things? – you 

should be neither. 

d. Paul does not encourage the church to focus on changing 

their individual conditions, but to focus on honoring God 

in whatever condition they find themselves in. 

 

2. How to intentionally walk with God in any condition from 1 

Cor. 7 

a. Acknowledge God’s hand in giving you your condition 

i. [Read 17] As the Lord has assigned – God’s 

sovereign hand in giving us our status, position or 

lot in life and these things compose our 

condition. 

ii. As God has called – referring to God’s sovereign 

hand in brining us to salvation. 

iii. Paul encourages them to walk faithfully in both 

senses: growing in our sanctification while 

remaining in whatever condition we find 

ourselves in. 

iv. But this is, at times, hard to do. Why? Because 

sometimes we fall prey to the greener-grass 

mentality. Doing so, is – at it’s base – a failure 

to recognize God’s good purpose for our 

condition. 

 

b. Do not preoccupy yourself with changing your 

condition 

i. [Read 18-19a, 21-22] Paul gives two examples 

and two rationales for those examples 

1. Circumcision/circumcision: they are 

nothing (unimportant) 

a. Circumstance is not the most 

important thing to God; how we 

respond to him in our 

circumstances is 

b. What do you pray for: a change 

of circumstance or a change of 

heart? 
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2. Slavery/freedom 

a. Slavery in Ancient Rome 

i. Slave/patron 

ii. Manumission: slave => 

freedman. Freedman ≠ 

free person; still legally 

obligated to perform 

services to patron, but 

able to vote. Kids were 

considered free persons. 

b. Slave is the Lord’s freedman; 

Free persons are slaves in the 

household of God 

c. Statuses are reversed! (see I Cor. 

1:27-29) 

3. An exception: if possible, avail yourself 

of freedom (practical help but not a 

spiritually idealistic one) 

4. DOES NOT MEAN we cannot work to 

improve our condition, but that a change 

in condition does not make us more 

acceptable to God. 

ii. Most of the time, the circumstances and 

conditions we find ourselves in are a-moral – 

they aren’t the things we should be preoccupied 

with! 

iii. Rather, as slaves and freedmen in the house of 

God, our focus should be on honoring God and 

serving others. 

iv. WHY? [Read 23]: You were bought with a price; 

do not become slaves of men 

1. We have been bought spiritually, 

therefore do not subject yourself to the 

spiritual bondage of the world that 

measures our worth by our earthly 

condition 

 

c. Instead, focus on keep the commands of God while in 

your condition 

i. … what matters is the keeping of the 

commandments of God 

1. God cares more about changing our 

hearts than he does about changing our 

circumstances. 

2. Obedience is what overflows from a 

heart that acknowledges God’s hand in 

giving us our condition and is 

fundamentally content with it. 

ii. … remain with God in that condition 

1. Keeping the commands of God is more 

than a checklist, however. 



 2 

2. We are to remain with God, abiding in 

Him through every season of life and 

through every trail. 

 

3. Summary & Application 

a. Who would forsake the pursuit of advancing one’s 

earthly status and instead be preoccupied with 

servitude? Who could ever be content to remain in a 

lowly position – even as a slave? 

i. Phil. 2:7-8: [Christ] emptied himself, taking the 

form of a slave… 

ii. Jesus was self-aware at least by age 12, but 

didn’t start exercising his messianic prerogatives 

until he was 33. 21 years, Jesus was content to 

be a child, teenager, etc as a manual laborer 

out in the sticks of Palestine 

iii. Even during his ministry, He was misunderstood, 

slandered, tested, betrayed, abandoned, 

imprisoned, abused, tortured, and crucified. 

iv. Never once was he discontent! Never once was 

did he neglect to live intentionally or fail to keep 

every one of the Father’s commands! 

v. Why? – So you could be set free! So you could 

be owned by God! 

b. You know who else does this? Moms. Motherhood is all 

about embracing one’s condition and being content to 

be in perpetual service to others [read: kids]. Moms, 

have you ever felt like a slave in that regard? 

i. Your greatest gift to your children: contently and 

intentionally walking with God as a mother 

ii. Do you have/know a mom in your life who’s 

modeled this for you? Celebrate her today 


